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Dear brothers and sisters,

Peace be with you!

Praise the Lord that last Sunday afternoon we had an opportunity to discuss how Christians
should deal with the social justice issues. Unfortunately, on that day, there was another looting
happened in downtown Seattle. Yesterday, the protesters and police had a clash in Capitol Hill
area. Many of us are deeply disturbed by the ongoing incidents. The elders and pastors want to
provide more guidance through our church family letters.

Social justice issues existed in every corner of the world where there’s sinners throughout the
human history. Such issues were discussed all the time. Some say it is coming from human
nature. Some say it is from the Satan. Some say it is from Adam. We will point out the
problems here and there. When we discuss such issues, we tend to treat it from the viewpoint
of a bystander. Social injustice seems to be an issue that is not directly related to us. We might
discuss it for a while and then put it back into a drawer. But social injustice is like bloody thorns
hurting everyone. We all suffered from this or caused others to suffer. We cannot detach
ourselves from this issue.

Social justice as we speak about in this letter is about justice and righteousness, not fairness.
Comparing to our understanding about sin, people’s understanding of justice is limited because
that is not an attribute of human, but of God. The law of this world and people’s conscious
cannot express justice. The laws want to achieve justice but could not. When we see good
people were wrongly accused, but bad people go free, we knew that the law is not reliable. On
the contrary, when Jesus healed people by violating the law of Sabbath, but Romans forced
people to walk with them for a mile based on their law, we knew the law did not achieve its
purpose. Human conscious can help us tell good and evil, but it cannot truly express justice
because people can suppress it when they wanted.

Only God can express the true justice. Thus, when Christians think about how to deal with
injustice, we need to go back to the words of the Lord.

First, Christians need to find the definition of justice from God. It is not described in the
specific statutes of the law, but in the spirit of the law. In Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus said, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”
When we use “love God and love people” as the standard of justice to measure the racial
discrimination, police brutality, riots and looting, political correctness, freedom of speech and
protests, would we have more clear understanding about those?

Then, we need to deal with ourselves in the social issues to remove the thorn we hurt others
with and our own hurt. Otherwise we cannot move forward.

On one hand, we need to stop hurting others. In Luke chapter 19, there was a man named
Zaccheus who was the tax collector in Jericho. His repentance was resolute. He gave back four
times for his “unjust” gain although most of it were his “legal income.” We need to stop hurting
others, repent to God, rely on the wisdom, power and protection from God to stay away from
the unjust, like what Psalm 1:1 said, “do not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the
path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!” Instead we should think about how to love God
and love people.



On the other hand, we need to rely on God to remove our own hurt caused by others. We
recognize those were hurt from people, from sin and from Satan. Only the justice and
forgiveness from God can heal the bitterness and hate from the hurt.

After we dealt with our own issues through the power of God, and then look at the social
injustice, we would feel like watching a group of bleeding people stabbing each other in anger.
We surely will remember what Jesus did when he was in such situation. He helped everyone
who were hurt. He gave everyone who were willing to accept him the healing and peace by
giving up his own life. He helped them put down the weapon and took on the harm of
everyone. He was praying for them till the last moment of his life.

When we ask how Christians should think about police brutality? The racial discrimination?
The riots and looting? We should ask what would Jesus do? We did not need to ask because
Jesus already told us what he did. He did not come to judge the world, but to seek and save the
lost. Recent incidents showed us many people were lost. We as Christians not only should
think about who is right or wrong, but more importantly how we can share the love of Christ
and save more souls through the gospel. When the words of our Lord ringing in our ears, “If
anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find
it.” We need to ask ourselves: is the cross in front of us a call for love, sacrifice, obedience, or
mission?

July 26, 2020
LECC Elders and Pastors



